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Executive  Director
MESSAGE FROM THE

Dear Friends,

The year covered in this report was another pivotal one for Women’s Advocates.  
By July 2021, in the wake of a tumultuous year, we had put the first stage of the 
COVID-19 pandemic behind us and begun to forge a path forward. But with the 
emergency of the Omicron variant late that summer, we began to realize there 
would be no return to a pre-pandemic “normal,” that the adaptability we developed 
as a survival strategy in the 2020-21 fiscal year would continue to be essential 
going forward. Gradually, as the year unfolded, this new reality took hold. We 
continued to settle back into our historic shelter facility, retaining a number of 
pandemic-responsive practices -- like universal masking for shelter residents and 
staff, and Zoom-based staff and Board meetings -- that may be with us for a long 
time. We welcomed larger families with young children back into shelter, adjusting 
our practices and expectations accordingly. Our awareness grew of the ways the 
world had shifted around us. The needs of domestic violence victim-survivors 
appeared even more pressing than ever, and we responded.  

In partnership with the Rondo Community Library, we piloted Pop-Up Advocacy, 
reaching victim-survivors in our community in innovative ways. We stepped up 
shelter advocacy staffing on nights and weekends to better meet the needs of 
our residents. And we tapped newly available funding sources to expand our 
services to victim-survivors as they leave shelter and re-enter the community. Our 
former Housing and Aftercare program was renamed Housing Stability Services, 
attracting substantial federal ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds, along 
with multi-year funding from the federal Office on Violence Against Women and 
the Pohlad Family Foundation. Along with this new funding came an increased 
commitment to strengthening the post-shelter component of Women’s Advocates' 
Continuum of Safety, Safety After Shelter.  

It’s always been true that safe, sustainable housing is essential to a victim-
survivor’s ability to build a new, safer life for themselves and their family. In the 
past year, with newly available funds and increased awareness among funders of 
the intersections between homelessness and domestic violence, it has become 
possible for Women’s Advocates to help more victim-survivors than ever achieve 
their goal of finding a safe, sustainable place to live in the community. A key 
partner in this endeavor has been Oasis of Love, an advocacy organization 
serving mostly Black/African American families in North Minneapolis. We are 
humbled and grateful to have the opportunity to partner with Oasis to reach more, 
and even more diverse, victim-survivors than ever before. 

This was a year to heal and recover, to take stock 
and take a breath, then move forward with renewed 
purpose and determination. Your continuing support for 
victim-survivors, for our cause, our mission, and our 
work made that possible, and we are grateful.  

Kind regards,

Estelle Brouwer, Executive Director
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At the end of 2022, Women’s Advocates was delighted to announce Holly Henning as the new 
Executive Director of Women’s Advocates. Holly brings a wealth of experience and a deep 
commitment to serving marginalized communities. We are so grateful she chose to walk with us into 
our next chapter! With her extensive background in addressing youth homelessness and advocating 
for Indigenous victim-survivors, Holly’s leadership promises to further strengthen Women’s Advocates’ 
mission of supporting those affected by domestic violence. 

Holly has worked in youth homelessness in the Native community for over 15 years and witnessed 
first-hand the critical need for safe spaces and culturally specific services for Indigenous 
victim-survivors of sexual exploitation, human trafficking, domestic violence, and sexual 
assault. In her work at the Ain Dah Yung Center, Holly launched the Zhawenimaa (“They 
are unconditionally loved” in Ojibwe) program to offer culturally specific healing 
and housing services to victim-survivors of human trafficking. Holly’s work has 
illuminated the importance of culturally specific services for survivors and the 
transformative power of two-generation healing. By focusing on the children of 
survivors, Holly aims to break the cycle of violence and create lasting change 
within families and communities. Her expertise and passion will guide Women’s 
Advocates in expanding to new communities, ensuring that survivors receive 
the comprehensive support they deserve.

Women's Advocates walks with
victim-survivors and our community to 
break the cycle of domestic violence.

OUR MISSION

Photo Credit: Greene Photography LLC

WELCOMING A NEW

Executive  Director
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Continuum of 
Safety from Abuse

Women’s Advocates’ programming provides a continuum of safety that extends well beyond 
our shelter services. In addition to the healing space we provide in shelter, this continuum 
includes violence prevention work online and in the community through Pop-Up Advocacy 
hosted by our Outreach and Education team and intensive housing advocacy and rental 
supports for victim-survivors leaving shelter or living in the community through our Housing 
Stability program. A key goal of this continuum is to ensure that domestic violence-related 
homelessness is rare, brief, and nonrecurring by creating avenues to safety and stability 
before and after crises. Through our wraparound programs and services, we reduce the 
number of victim-survivors that cycle in and out of shelter. We strive to create paths 
to safety and housing stability for victim-survivors and affordable and 
sustainable avenues to violence prevention in the community 
and online.
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Women’s Advocates’ staff plays a crucial role 
in preventing domestic violence by operating 
a 24/7 crisis line and live chat. To enhance 
our ability to respond to crisis calls, we 
have expanded our team of Crisis Resource 
Advocates and management positions. These 
dedicated individuals provide referrals, safety 
planning, and emotional support to crisis line 
callers, ensuring continuity of care. 

Since Fall 2021, we no longer ask COVID-
specific questions to callers seeking shelter, 
ensuring that survivors know their stay is not 
contingent on their COVID status. Instead, 
we focus on shelter-specific and welcoming 
questions, exemplifying our dedication to 
radical hospitality by creating a safe and 
inclusive environment.

VIOLENCE PREVENTION & EDUCATION

24/7
Crisis Line

In the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2021, 
and June 30, 2022)

531 people accessed our 
24/7 crisis resource services 
via phone or live chat.

Crisis Resource Advocates 
provided 977 crisis 
interventions and shelter 
referrals via our crisis line.
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Women’s Advocates is dedicated to preventing domestic violence in our communities through both 
virtual and in-person Education & Outreach program initiatives. Education & Outreach aims to strengthen 
participants ability to recognize warning signs, understand the dynamics of abuse, and comprehend its 
impacts. We provide them with the knowledge and skills necessary to engage in informed conversations 
about abuse, supporting both victim-survivors and individuals who may be engaging in abusive behaviors. 
This equips participants with the confidence to share relevant community resource options available to 
victim-survivors.

While we have been able to resume more in-person events as pandemic restrictions ease, we have 
observed that many people still prefer virtual presentations. As a result, we anticipate that virtual platforms 
will remain a valuable tool in our educational efforts going forward. In the summer of 2021, we launched an 
online survivor support group that welcomes a new cohort every January, April, and October. The group 
provides virtual support and a safe space for survivors to connect and heal. 

In October 2021, we introduced our Pop-Up Advocacy outreach initiative. This innovative approach allows 
us to meet victim-survivors in the community where they are, providing domestic violence advocacy at 
trusted sites like libraries, doctor’s offices, and drop-in centers, including Rondo Library, Ramsey County 
WIC, and St. Paul Opportunity Center. 

VIOLENCE PREVENTION & EDUCATION

Education & Outreach

In the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022)

129 domestic violence and related 
trainings were hosted by 
Women's Advocates' Education 
& Outreach team.

4,941 professionals and community 
members attended domestic violence 
and related trainings.

Outreach expenses for the 2021-2022 
Fiscal Year were $160,153, comprising 
5% of organizational expenses.
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By beginning to provide domestic violence 
outreach to the mainstream homeless 
community, Women's Advocates has seen 
our numbers quadruple.

Pop-Up Advocacy Opens at 
St. Paul Opportunity CenterNumber of People at

Pop-Up Advocacy Quarterly

VIOLENCE PREVENTION & EDUCATION
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In the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022)

143 victim-survivors and children 
received emergency shelter through 
Women's Advocates.

97 days was the average length of stay 
for residents. 

Residents received 13,891 nights
of shelter. 

Facility expenses for the 2021-2022 
Fiscal Year were $485,705, comprising 
14% of organizational expenses.

Food expenses for the 2021-2022 Fiscal 
Year were $251,730, comprising 8% of 
organizational expenses.

SHELTER & HEALING

For the past 47 years, Women’s Advocates has been dedicated to providing safe shelter to 
victim-survivors of domestic violence. Our shelter space is designed to offer comfort and security, 
comprising 15 bedrooms, 7 resident bathrooms, and a commercial kitchen where three daily meals are 
prepared for our residents seeking refuge from abusive situations. To further support our residents, we 
provide access to laundry facilities, a living room, a dining room, a secure children’s playground, and their 
own Chromebook during their time in our shelter. Our committed staff works 24/7 at the front desk to 
ensure the safety and well-being of everyone in our facility. Our shelter serves as a safe and secure home 
where residents can begin their healing journey.

Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, Women’s Advocates remains steadfast in our commitment 
to providing a secure and supportive environment for victim-survivors of domestic violence. We 
implemented many COVID safety measures to keep our residents and staff safe, and as a result of these 
measures, we have seen several positive and lasting changes. Flexible meals and snacks to-go have given 
greater freedom to residents and their families. Single shared rooms were discontinued since the pandemic, 
creating a better living environment for our residents because they no longer have to handle the stressors 
of living with a roommate and can have their own space in shelter. By giving everyone their own space, we 
have had fewer conflicts between residents.

The pandemic has also deepened the connections between our Programs Team and Administration and 
Development Teams. Our shelter and programs staff are actively involved in all organizational decision-
making process, including what grants to apply for and how to represent programming in fundraising and 
communications materials. The pandemic has brought our administrative and program teams together, 
solidifying us as one cohesive unit.

Shelter, Food, & Facilities
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Survivor Advisory 
Council
Women’s Advocates established the Survivor Advisory Council 
in February 2021 to ensure survivor voices shape our decision 
making at every level of the organization. This council serves 
as a platform for past residents and program participants 
to actively contribute to the development and improvement 
of our services. Through the Survivor Advisory Council, 
individuals who have experienced domestic violence work 
with administration to create policy and programmatic work 
plans that ensure our programs and initiatives are rooted in the 
realities of the victim-survivors we serve. 

The council has developed several impactful initiatives that 
directly respond to the needs identified by survivors. The council 
is working with staff to allocate resources towards recovery and 
addiction, financial mentorship after leaving the shelter, and the 
improvement of welcome baskets for incoming residents. 

SHELTER & HEALING

Women's Advocates' Shelter, 1974
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SHELTER & HEALING

In the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2021, 
and June 30, 2022) 

249 crisis interventions took 
place for victim-survivors 
staying at our shelter.

Family advocates dedicated 
1,114 hours of support 
to residents. 

Mental health, wellness, & legal 
advocacy expenses for the 
2021-2022 Fiscal Year were 
$1,169,128, comprising 35% of 
organizational expenses.

At Women’s Advocates, we are dedicated to supporting victim-survivors and creating a supportive 
environment in our shelter that fosters healing, safety, and justice. Through our comprehensive mental 
health and wellness programming, we support residents to embark on their healing journeys by teaching 
self-care and mindfulness techniques that nurture the mind, body, and spirit. Our Mental Health & Wellness 
Counselor bridges the gap between mental health and housing stability, keeping in close contact with 
residents once they leave the shelter. Residents have access to regular support groups, which serve as a 
safe space for residents to heal from past trauma.

Our Family & Legal Advocates work closely with victim-survivors, providing personalized goal planning 
and guidance on the legal system. We have increased management capacity and fostered a team approach 
to better serve our residents. Each team member has taken on special projects with community partners 
that help create a safety net of services for victim-survivors. For example, one advocate participates in the 
Family Violence Coordinating Council and another works weekly at Bridges to Safety, a government service 
that helps Ramsey County residents apply for Orders For Protection. This collaborative approach enhances 
our ability to provide comprehensive and effective legal support.

Shelter-Based Advocacy Services

Consultation
Reflective

We know this work is hard, and we know 
that it often affects our staff after the work 
day has ended. To help our staff process this 

vicarious trauma, we partner with 
psychotherapist Dr. Sheila Sweeney 
to provide Reflective Consultations 
twice a month. Staff engage in open 
guided conversation to explore and 
process the emotional aspects of 
work. "Rather than focusing on tasks 
or procedures, this dedicated time 
allows us to nurture trust, enhance 
communication among team members, 
and delve into various topics related to 
our organization, such as addressing 

challenging interactions with residents or 
participants," said Joan Countryman, Director of 
Shelter Advocacy Services.

Dr. Sheila Sweeney
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Over 80% of our residents identify
as Black, Indigenous, and People of Color.

SHELTER & HEALING
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In the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022)

124 victim-survivors and their children 
participated in the Housing Stability 
Program, across 58 households.

84% participating households maintained 
stable housing for 12 or more months.

Housing Stability Program expenses 
for the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year 
were $370,306, comprising 
11% of organizational expenses. 

SAFETY AFTER SHELTER

Finding affordable housing in the Twin Cities poses significant challenges, particularly for victim-survivors 
who face additional barriers such as eviction history, low-wage employment, and criminal records. These 
obstacles disproportionately affect BIPOC individuals who have historically been marginalized in housing. 
To address these issues, our housing advocates play a pivotal role in facilitating the housing search process, 
landlord negotiations, eviction prevention, and rental supports within our Housing Stability program.

This year, we made changes to the name of the program, shifting from “Housing & Aftercare” to “Housing 
Stability.” We changed the name because we no longer only take participants from our shelter program. We 
now take many community referrals. We also wanted to emphasize our focus on long term stability, rather 
than simply on getting participants housed. Long term stability requires access to health care, improved 
employment, good schools, and accessible transportation.

Our efforts have been further supported by significant partnerships, including Oasis of Love Crisis 
Intervention Center, as well as funding diversification from sources like Pohlad, Office of Violence Against 
Women (OVW), Huntington Bank, and The Office of Justice Programs (OJP). Additionally, we secured EHV 
vouchers from St. Paul Public Housing. The Emergency Housing Voucher (EHV) program allowed Women’s 
Advocates to partner with St. Paul Public Housing to distribute vouchers to assist individuals and families 
who are homeless, at-risk of homelessness, fleeing, or attempting to flee, domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, stalking, or human trafficking. This project was the first time our Housing Stability program 
provided services to victim-survivors from the community. We had previously only worked with survivors 
staying in our Emergency Shelter.

With the program’s expansion, we have increased the number of advocates from two to three and created a 
new a director position for FY2023. We have extended the length of the program to up to 24 months to help 
participants stabilize. These developments mark a period of significant growth for the program, and we will 
continue to secure additional funding and forge partnerships to serve a broader range of survivors.

Housing Stability Program
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Oasis of Love
In June 2022, Women’s Advocates announced our partnership with Oasis of Love Intervention Center, 
a culturally-specific domestic violence service provider located in North Minneapolis. Together, we 
are committed to providing comprehensive housing navigation and eviction prevention services to 
households in crisis throughout the Twin Cities and surrounding communities. At both organizations, there 
are dedicated advocates on staff who are walking alongside victim-survivors and providing guidance 
throughout the entire housing process. Advocates work diligently with survivors to address and remove 
obstacles to housing, ensuring that families have the support needed to secure a safe and stable living 
situation. If victim-survivors are facing the threat of eviction or experiencing difficulties in negotiating with 
their landlord, advocates are on hand to reach out to landlords to renegotiate leases or solve disputes. 

SAFETY AFTER SHELTER

OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH 

Total New Victim-Survivors Enrolled 
in the Housing Stability Program
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In the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2021,
and June 30, 2022)

55 children ages 0 to 17 stayed 
at Women’s Advocates' 
emergency shelter. 

65 children enrolled in Women’s 
Advocates Housing Stability 
program, marking the first time 
child-specific advocacy was 
available to children after they 
leave shelter.

Children's Program expenses for
the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year were 
$149,357, comprising 4% of 
organizational expenses.

The Sheila Wellstone Children’s Program is currently undergoing a transition to better meet the needs 
of youth who arrive at our shelter with their parent. Our dedicated staff work closely with each child and 
their caregiver to provide nurturing support and aid in their development. We offer safety planning, school 
support, special activities, and drop-in childcare services tailored to the unique needs of survivors and 
their children.

In 2020-2021, we expanded our services in the Children’s Program to provide ongoing support for parents 
and children for one year beyond their stay at the shelter. During 2021-2022, the Children’s Program 
extended its reach beyond the shelter, recognizing the importance of meeting families where they are. 
The program began conducting home visits in the community, forging connections, and gaining a deeper 
understanding of the unique challenges faced by each family. Whether it was providing emotional support, 
offering guidance on parenting strategies, or addressing any concerns or barriers faced by families, our 
team worked to ensure that no one felt alone in their journey towards healing and stability. In addition to 
home visits, advocates created a monthly newsletter for sharing parenting strategies, low-cost activities 
that promote bonding and growth, and a curated compilation of community resources available to families. 

Sheila Wellstone 
Children’s Program
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Women’s Advocates 
has provided flexible 
childcare to survivors 
staying in shelter 
since our opening.

Children’s Program 
begins offering 
therapeutic interventions 
and safety planning for 
children in shelter.

Wilder Research 
focus groups with 
survivors identify 
the need for parental 
support for survivors 
in Housing Stability.

Children’s Program 
expands to begin offering 
child-specific advocacy 
services to children after 
leaving shelter.

Since 1974 2016 2019 2020-2021

Each year, over 50 young people enroll in the Sheila Wellstone 
Children’s Program at Women’s Advocates. They need support 
from mentors and a community that rises up in the face of 
domestic violence to say, “Lean on me!,” while walking with 
them towards brighter and safer futures. In 2023, Women’s 
Advocates needs to raise $250,000 to provide a welcoming 
space for youth ages 4 to 17 to heal from the trauma of 
domestic violence. 

Donations towards Lean On Me! will provide:
– Full-time children & youth advocacy services for over 50  
   youth each year
– Groups on healthy relationships, boundaries, and coping with  
   trauma for kids ages 4 to 17
– Black male role models for BIPOC youth in crisis
– Connections to support through school, mentorship, and  
   other community resources

OUR VISION FOR
THE FUTURE:

A PROGRAM IN TRANSITION

15



2021-2022
FINANCIAL REPORT

Programs & Services

Management & General

Fundraising

76%

14%

10%

Audited Financial Statements 2021-2022 2020-2021
Assets Total Current Assets $2,796,119  $3,341,315 

Net Property & Equipment  $894,805   $960,972 

Total Assets  $3,690,924  $4,302,287 

Liabilities Total Current Liabilities  $201,187   $163,842 

Long Term Debt  $24,757   $50,135 

Net Assets Net Assets: Undesignated  $1,023,303   $1,554,054 

Net Assets: Designated  $2,356,184   $2,356,184 

Net Assets: Temporarily Restricted  $85,493   $178,072 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $3,690,924   $4,302,287 

Revenue Program Service Revenue  $1,943,767   $2,404,681 

Contributions  $846,900   $788,889 

Debt Forgiveness  $25,584   $382,384 

Interest & Miscellaneous  $(106,245)   $303,191 

Total Support & Revenue  $2,710,006   $3,879,145 

Expenses Programs & Services  $2,541,492   $2,553,480 

Management & General  $462,149   $390,952 

Fundraising  $329,695   $139,083 

Total Expenses  $3,333,336   $3,083,515 

Change in Net Assets  $(623,330)   $795,630 

Net Assets - Beginning of Year  $4,088,310   $3,292,680 

Net Assets - End of Year  $3,464,980   $4,088,310 

Government Revenues

Community Support

Debt Forgiveness, Miscellaneous

72%

31%

-3%

Expenses Revenues
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Donors of 
$50,000+
Greater Twin Cities 

United Way
Pamela Olson
Otto Bremer Trust
Pohlad Family 

Foundation
The Saint Paul 

and Minnesota 
Foundation

Donors of 
$10,000+
Alpha Chi Omega
Joan Duddingston
F.R. Bigelow 

Foundation
Grotto Foundation
Highland National 

Women's Golf Club
John and Shirley Horn
Hugh J. Andersen 

Foundation
Huntington Bank
Patrick and Aimee 

Butler Family 
Foundation

Corey Sauer
The Howe Family 

Foundation

Donors of 
$5,000-9,999
AbbeyCare, Inc.
Ann Adams and Sally 

Ehlers
Al Franken for Senate
Alerus
Archie D. and 

Bertha H. Walker 
Foundation

Larry and Linda 
Berger

CHS Inc
Sandra and Clinton 

Hetchler
Tom Higgins and Julie 

Wissinger
Louis F. and  

Katherine E. Hill
HRK Foundation
Hunger Solutions
Daniel and Margaret 

Lister
Results Foundation
Ryan Family
Donald Salisbury
Emily C. Schafer
Caroline Stone
Structure Tech Home 

Inspections
Target Foundation

Donors of
$2,000-$4,999
Harald Borrmann
Connie Barry
Costco
Loralee and Gene 

DiLorenzo
Marybeth Dorn
Gregg and Mary 

Dourgarian
Ellen Dubuque
Edina Realty 

Foundation
Matt Fisher and 

Christine Dennis
Kaitlyn Florsz
Debby A. Fulton
Kristin Hickman

House of Hope 
Presbyterian 
Church

Peter and Jean Parilla
Daniel and Diane Patti
Thomas and Dionette 

Polacek
Second Harvest 

Heartland
Joseph and Tina 

Shaffer
Teresa Skally
Jean Sweeney
The McKnight 

Foundation
Walter & Leona 

Schmitt Family 
Foundation

Randall Wilke
Ann Wynia
Sandra Zipp

Donors of
$1,000-$1,999
Virginia Agresti
All Around Property 

Preservation, LLC
Pamela and Paul 

Anthony
Bill and Christine 

Bluhm
Alison Brown
Julie Brunner
Sung Ho Choi
Thrivent Choice
Sean Conway
Robert and Sarah 

Cooley
Amanda Dennison
Sarah Dirksen 

and Dennis 
Gerhardstein

Will and Lindsay 
Erickson

Scott Erie
Donna Gies and Rich 

Hamer
Russell Heuckendorf
Beverly Jones 

Heydinger
Erik Hinkie
Kelley Jewett and 

Kristi Adams
Kilter, Inc.
Holly Kuisle
Erica Lister and 

Samuel Adams
James E. Lockridge
MacGillis Family 

Foundation
Theresa McMenomy
Grace Elizabeth Meyer
Mille Lacs Band of 

Ojibwe Indians
Northstar Associates, 

Inc.
Sean O'Brien
Cristina Paredes
Anne and Bill Parker
Susan Peters
Katie Pudas
Raytheon 

Technologies
Donna Roles and Terry 

Neavin
Susan and A. William 

Sands
Mary Ann Scheel
Caroline Schnieders
Sunrise Banks
Taft, Stettinius & 

Hollister LLP
Jen Thorson

UnitedHealth Group
Tara Wallin
Mark and Heidi 

Wingerd
Sarah Youngerman

Donors of
$500-$999
Abbott Laboratories
Elizabeth Crippen 

Allen
Ameriprise Financial
Betty S. Andrews
Nancy Marie Beck
Elissa Becker
Sarah Bowman
Liz & Tom Boyd
Kate Brennan
Estelle Brouwer
Stephanie and Brad 

Carlson
Megan Carney
Patricia Carson
Susan Conley Castro
Michael Chesla
City of Woodbury
Trish DeAnda and Ray 

Kivett
Quinn Adam and 

Adam Driscoll
Tim and Rebecca 

Emory
Lucas Corty Erickson
Georgiann and Joseph 

Errigo
Theodora Fair and 

Lance Egley
Michael Fasching and 

Britt Gilbertson
Nancy Feldman
Carla Gillespie
Thomas and 

Gwendolyn 
Gmeinder

Mary Sue and Paul 
Godfrey

Guild of Middle 
Eastern Dance

Thomas Hatch
Ann and David Heider
Jill Van Koolwikj and 

Will Hommeyer
Jacob Hustedt
Paige Kahle
Mary Kay and Paul 

Orman
Kathleen Kelso and 

David Radosevich
Elyse and Anupam 

Kharbanda
Linda Lane
Jane Laub
Lisa Lazaretti
Alexandra Lindsay
Lumen Technologies, 

Inc.
Raeone Magnuson
Helen Mairs
John Manning and 

Andrea Steiner-
Manning

Julia and Joseph 
McMahon

Michael Miller
Misty Fjord Seafood
Valerie Mondor
Kathleen Murphy
Scott and Michelle 

Neal
Mandy Neuman
Amy O'Connor
Katie Olson

Stephanie Peterson
Karsten Rimestad
Daniel Roe
Sarah and Mick Bauer 

Fund
Terry and Noreen 

Shaughnessy
Sarah Mendoza 

Shelton
Christine Simon
Joline Soedarjatno
Joseph J. Strubel Jr.
Takeda 

Pharmaceuticals
The Thursday Club
Patricia Thompson
Tradition Family 

Foundation
Transparentc LLC
JoAnn Trygestad
UZ Insulation Services
James Walker
John and Marcy 

Wengler
Gregory West
Helen Whitmill
Christine A. 

Wroblewski
Ralph Wyman

Donors of
$100-$499
Marc Al and Louise 

Livesay
Amy Albus
Allina Health
Arlene and Tom Alm
Amazon Smile
Amy and Kurt 

Atkinson
Sanjeeva Ananthan
Linda Anastos
Brett and Gabrielle 

Anderson
Julie Anderson
Marybeth Anderson
Peter Anderson
Roger and Margie 

Anderson
Elizabeth Andrews
Michael Andrews
Meg and Don Arnosti
Tracy L. Babler
Bev Bachel
Daniel Badger and 

Jane Olson
John Baer
Margaret and Ian Ball
Mary V. Bandt
Andrea Banducci
John H Batson
Nancy Bechthold
Don Beck
M. Marie Beck
Elisa Becker
Maryam Becker
Arlene Beebe
Jason Benson
Nick Benz
Kathleen and Frank 

Berdan
Audrey Berg
Maryann Kolbo 

Bergantine
Beth Bergman
Bonnie J. Berquam
BetterWorld Partners
Kim Bingham
Marilyn Bjorklund
Kathryn Bolinder
Teresa Borzcik
Dix Brachlow

Kristen Bradford
Mary Brennan
Richard R Brock
Barbara Broen
Joanna Brookes
Jackie Brueggemann
Jerry Bruzek
Laurie Burns
Ann Cady
Cagney Family
Camphor Memorial 

UMC
Carla Carlson
Rick and Linda 

Carlson
Kelly Carver
Vince Caswell
Natasha Cejudo
CenturyLink
CH Robinson
Kathleen Childers
Matt Christensen
Steven Christenson
Teresa Ciaccio
City of St. Paul
James Cleary
Alice Cloyd
David Colby and Laura 

Clay
Connie Coleman
Anya Congreve
Kathleen Conklin
Emma Connell
Laura and Donald 

Considine
Karen Cooke Stuart 

and Joanne 
MacDonald

COPO Computers
Jacob Corrigan-Monat
Joan Countryman
Robert Countryman
Sterline Saran Cryer
Alexandra Cummelin
Diane Daun
Tiana Daun
Rhonda Davis
Asma Day
Jane Delage
John and Kathleen 

Deslauriers
Leah Dittberner
Mary Jane and John 

Dittberner
Joseph Dolson
Domestic Abuse 

Project
Elizabeth and Larry 

Drumm
Suzanne Ducker
Elaine Dunbar
Ken Ebel
Theodora Fair and 

Lance Egley
Robin and Pamela 

Ehrlich
Becky Erickson and 

Dan Sullivan
Diane Marie Erickson
Eureka Compass 

Vegan Food
Carrie Evavold
Beth Fasching
Sarah Fastner
Elizabeth Faust
Amy Fehrer
Caitlin Finn
Debra Fisher
Amy Fistler
Trish Fitzgerald
Appleblossom Flowers
Nancy Flynn

Barry Foy and May 
Wu

Elizabeth Frederick
Nicole Freeman
Gina Gage
Steven and Mary 

Giambruno
Rena M. Gillman
Tanya Gladney
Jen Goepfert
Eileen Goren
Grages Enterprises, 

Inc.
Gloria Gunville
Megan Habbe
Janet Ladwig Hafner
Margaret Hall
Natalie Hall
Kathryn Hammond 

and Kyle Watkins
Mary Hardy
Ann Hathaway
Ruth and Don Hayden
Mary and Dan Healy
Roger Heegaard and 

Cheryl Thomas
Kathleen Heinze
Stefan and Lonnie 

Helgeson
Holly Henning
Tracy Henry
Herridge Marketing
Amy Higgins
Helen Hillstrom
Meg Hobday and Tony 

Bacigalupi
Susan and Tom Hoben
Jessica Hodge
Anne Holloran and 

Curtis Deering
Patricia and Thomas 

Holloran
Marion Holly
Claire Holtz
Melissa Hortman
Dr. Nancy Mendelsohn 

and John Horvath
Meghan Howard
Kathleen Hughes
Mark Hulsey
Ruby Hunt
Deborah Huskins
Susan Illg and David 

Musielewicz
Samantha Indigjer
Mallory Jacobson
JoAnn Hawkins
Adrienne Johnson
James Johnson
Heidi Kader
Benjamin Kaplan
Rohan Karmarkar
Millicent Kasal
Claudia Kaul
Margaret Kelliher
Mary Kennedy
Val Kivett
Linda Kjerland
Susan Ellen Klevan
Elisa Knudson
Ginny Knudson
Philip Adam Kobel
Brian Kozicky
Patrick Krasky
Janice Kudej
Jean Kummerow
Kura Home
Kristin LaBreche
Carol Lacey and 

Kristin Velicer
Lynette Lamb
Kathryn Lamp

Thank you, 2021-2022 contributors!
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Thank you, 2021-2022 contributors!

Pam and Dave Lande
Tiahna Marie 

Lawrence
Katrina Lee
Thomas and Joanne 

Lee
Jason Lembcke
Bev and Don 

Liebenstein
Sandy Lindell
Carol Lindow
Lisa Fridland
Julie and Douglas 

Lochowski-Haney
Danielle Loewen
Julian Loscalzo
Anna Lovegren
Jennifer Lundblad
Morgan MacBain
James Magnuson
Megan Magnuson
Malloy Homeowners 

Association Inc.
Donald and Abby 

Marier
Marsh & McLennan 

Companies
Rebecca Martin
Marcy May
Barbara McCabe
Ava McCausland
Debra McCormick
Liz McDevitt
Bernard McGarrigle
Paulette Medin
Claudia Melbye
Merchant Services
Ellen Merlin
Sharon Merritt
April Middleton
Mike Nielsen, INC.
Michael Milosch
Christine Minard
Darcy Miner
Minnesota 

Construction Law 
Services

Mint Roofing
David Miranda
Maria Mitchell
Christopher and 

Melissa Moehrl
Jill Moes
Kathleen Montgomery
Karen Montour
Jonathan D. Moore
Kathy Moriarty
Paul Morrison
Lee Munnich
Rachel Nelson
Bret and Andrea 

Nielsen
Jim Nimmer
Tara Norgard
Ingrid Nuttall
John and Sandra 

O'Brien
Mark and Wendy 

O'Donnell
Ryan Robert O'Neill
O'Rourke, Hogan, 

Fowler & Dwyer, 
LLC

Carol Oeltjenbruns
Gail Olson and Steve 

Hopkins
Keith and Kimberly 

Olson
Jim R. Pagliarini
Gabriella Palencia

Laura Park
Suzanne Pearl
Jennifer Percy
Bruce Peterson
Patty Peterson
Thomas Peterson
Connie Phillips
Erin Pickar
Mary E. Pickard
Mike and Deb 

Pleasants
Elisa Pluhar
Peggy Pond
Becky Preuss
Lois Quam
Bailey Race
Elaine Raspel-Borth
Audrey Rees
Shannon Rethke
Meghan Rodda
Doug A. Rohde
Caitlyn Rome
Jill Ross
Debbie Roth
Jade Roth
Mary Jo Roth
Kindy Rouache
Patty Anne Rowe
Ebony Ruhland
Megan Rush
Christine J. Rusin
Heather and Bob 

Rykhus
Carolyn Rysgaard
Erik Safstrom
Margaret Schiller
Thomas Schmelz
Jennifer Schmidt
Kelly and Jason 

Schmidt
Tersenia Schuett
Beverly Schulte
Sally Scoggin and Don 

Brunnquell
Caitlin Schneider
Kyle Sedam
Laura Shannon and 

Paul McGuirk
Amy Sheldon
Kate and Jeffrey 

Siebert
Cecilia Kotz-Simpson 

and David Simpson
Paul Christopher 

Sisson
Dick and Sandra 

Smilanich
Buffy Smith
Special Forces 

Paintball LLC
Greg Stenmoe
Elizabeth Stockton
Melissa Stoddart
Julie Stoltz
Susan Stout
Barbara T. Stromer
Ruth Stryker-Gordon
Susan and Jeffrey 

Talerico
Diane Taylor
Emily Terhune-Wold 

and Jason Terhune
Thaddeus L Anderson
The Jack and Marty 

Rossmann 
Charitable Fund

The Odd Couple Team
The Schulte Helping 

Hand Fund
Angela & Andrew 

Thomas

Jill Thompson
Rebecca Thompson
Travelers
Margaret Trenda
John Tulloch
Lindsay Turner
Kathleen Vellenga
Joann Vitztum-

Komanecki
Jessica Wagner
Jonathan Waldo
Lloyd Ward
Ericka Waterman
Alyssa Webb
Karen Welle
Arlene West and  

Kevin Bevis
Deborah Wheeler
Samantha Wheeler
Trisha Whinnery
Katie Whitemarsh
Randall and Rebecca 

Wilharm
Janet Wilth
Melissa Margaret 

Winterer
Hilary and Benjamin 

Wold
Grace Worwa
Karyn Ann Wrenshall
Kathy Zieman
Amy Zimmer
Michael Zis

Donors of
$50-$99
Rachel Abbott
Aliyah Ali
American Family 

Insurance
Adam Amit
Kelly K. Anderson
Lisa Ann Anderson
Amy Josefa Ariel
Alyssa Arredondo
Lisa Bah
Pamela Baker
Ball Corporation
Janice and John 

Barker
Jenny Louise Barnes
Nikki Beasley
Michelle Blaeser
Elaina Bleifield
Thomas Brinker
Cheryl Brown
Charles Caswell
Donald and Rachel 

Christensen
Paul Ciavarri
Jessica Cornwell
Barbara C. Crosby
Meredith Cuda
Tony Davis
John Dawes
Margaret Dayton
Kelsey Derby
Christina Di Pietro
Brian and Jill Dobie
Rebecka Bogue 

Docken
Rebecca Dosch
Kelly Dougherty
Carlon Doyle
Reed Michael 

Drangstveit
Jack Duffy
Michelle Elfering
Gerick Engle
Ann Erickson
Jodie Farmer-West

Tony Flint
Karen Floody
Chris R. Foss
Jane Frazee
Madison Gagliardi
Katherine Gillespie
Candace Gislason
Catherine Penfiled 

Golden
Roxy Gonzalez
Sharon Graber
Ron Granovsky
Sarah Grant
Ellen Green
Colleen Guest
Kris Hageman
Amy Hairston
Danielle Halls
George and Christina 

Hart
Clare Healy
Jeff Henshaw
Aline Hinkle
Shelly Hlavinka
Holmes Corporation
Lisa and Thomas 

Hoyne
Brandie Irwin
Gail Jacobsen
Nic and Kelly Jacoby
Emily Keis
Bradley Kilgore
Jeff Krumrie
Rachel Larson
Kelly Li
Patrick Lilja
Julia Lister
Jon Loretz
Thomas and Amiena 

Lyons
Chris Macgowan
Carol Malenofski and 

Joyce Orstadius
Dottie Mathews
June Mathiowetz
David and Kristen 

McCabe
Terese Ann McCauley
Pat Benson Merz
Bernard Miller
Jean Moede
Alex Neubauer
Darvin and Sherlyn 

Neuhaus
Michaela O'Brien
Beth and Bill O'Connor
Mary O'Toole
James Ofstehage
Marquita Oleson
Lori Olsen
Martha Rossini Olson
Mario Paez
Popi Papadonta
Catherine J Petersen
Mackenzie Peterson
Timothy Piper
Jody Pitt
Mike Pumroy
Lana Regal
Zeev Robashkin
Elizabeth Anne 

Robertson
Kenneth Rowe
Emily Royer
Katie Schoenrock
Devon Schuster
Christine Scott
Kate Seaton
Stacy Sexton
SFM Mutual Insurance 

Company

Susan and Stephen 
Shakman

Lawrence Sheehan
Denise Siedow
Nancy Simpson
Marjory Singher
Jordan Smith
State Auto Mutual 

Insurance 
Company

Cindy Stauffer
Paul Steiner
Rachel Thaney 

Brantingham
Marilynn Thaney and 

Karen Mahler
Thrivent Financial
Brittany Tindall
Leah Tollefson
University of St. 

Thomas
Tom Vonortas
William Wahlund
Garret White
Stephanie Wiersma
Cheryl Wilke
Irina Williams
Jeanette Zaczkowski

Donors of
$49-$1
Andersen Corporation
Mary Anderson
Anita Hill
Brenda S. Arnold
Jennifer Arriola
AT&T
Alicia Baldwin
Milla Bartz
Hannah Baxter
Theresa Beckhusen
Best Buy
Georgia Ann Bond
Christine Brace
Aviva Breen
Nancy Bruggeman
LA Cameron
Roseanne Cheng
Krista Costin
Lyn Crosby
Heather Daldoul
Betsy Davies
Alexis Davis
Constance and Jaime 

DeLage
Craig Downs
Bob Drew
Terry Forliti
Jane Fosse
Rebecca Freeman
Allison Gale
Kimberly Garman
Judith Gelderman
Jeff Goedert
Alijah Goetting
Tiffany Grandchamp
Susan Grove
Skylar Rae Gudvangen
Ginny Halloran
Daniel Halvorson
Kari Laine Hammon
Joan Hancock-Dow
Keith Hardy
Patricia Hartford
Therese Herrera
Judy Holmquist, 

Minnesota Doll 
and Toy Collector’s 
Club

John B. Horton

Wayne Jennings and 
Joan Sorenson

Christos Jensen
Etsuko Kabeya
Aparna Kailasam
Mary Karlsson
Pat Kent
Greg and Chris Knopff
Anne Kreiser
Ann Kuitunen
Carolyn Kusukara
Martina Lagman
Kirsten Larson
Myrtle Lemon-Todd
Catherine Lopez
Jerrod Lucker
Nancy Luxon
Lauren Maher
Jon Mazzanti
Bridget McCoy
Addison McGuire
Becky McIntyre
Amber McKinzie
Melanie Meyer
Jeffrey Moynagh
April Elizabeth 

Muesing
Audra Nuru
Lynette Nyman
Mary Parish
Brek Perry
Sarah Petersen
Gaius E. Poehler
Angela Polk
Alexis Christine 

Poncin
Gina Porter
Quality Bicycle 

Products
Cassandra Quam
Margie Regal
Eric Revis
Cynthia Robb
Kateri Ruuth
Zac Sand
Georgiana and John 

Sauer
Cindy Schell
Judith Schlief
Jeanne Schnitzen
Gina Schwebke
Linda Shain
Lolita Slaughter
Stefanie Taleb
Sloane Taylor
Barbara Thompson
Nikki Tomova
Kelly Turpin
Laura Utley
Laura Von Fruke
Kevin Ward
Gendron Webb
Cynthia A. Weitzel
Barbara and Erik 

Westgard
Lorelei Wilson
Lois Wintersteen
Caroline Womack
Tom Zell
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Key staff members are on Women's 
Advocates' Support Team. Members 
in the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year:

Support 
Team 

 • Estelle Brouwer, Executive Director 
 • JoAnn Hawkins, Director of 

 Operations & HR 
 • Ellie O’Brien, Director of Finance 
 • Brenisen Wheeler, Community  

 Education & Outreach Manager 
 • Mary Beth Becker-Lauth, Community  

 Education & Outreach Manager  
 (From Oct. 2021) 
 • Joan Countryman, Director of Shelter  

 Advocacy Services 
 • Jake Hustedt, Director of  

 Development & Communications 
 • Alison Canty, Manager of 

 Shelter Operations 
 • Roxy Walker, Manager of 

 Shelter Advocacy 
 • Yulanda Williams, Director of Finance  

 (From June 2022) 
 • Nikki Beasley, Director of Housing 

 Stability (From June 2022)

COURAGE

In the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year:

Board of 
Directors

 • Erica Lister, Chair   
 • Matt Fisher, Treasurer   
 • Paige Kahle, Secretary 
 • William Moore, Chair Elect   
 • Dr. Tanya Gladney, Previous Chair   
 • Asma Day 
 • Trish DeAnda 
 • Leah Dittberner  
 • Debby Fulton 
 • Dennis Gerhardstein 
 • Britt Gilbertson 
 • Mary Sue Godfrey 
 • Ayah Helmy 
 • Millicent Kasal 
 • Molly Kenney 
 • Maria Mitchell 
 • Kathy Moriarty 
 • Estelle Brouwer, 

 Executive Director 

Donors who give more than $1000 each 
year make an unbelievable impact on 
our ability to break the cycle of domestic 
violence. You inspire us.

Thank you to members 
of the Circle of Courage!
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A small group of women 
set out to meet the needs 
of women in crisis with a 
divorce rights booklet and a 
legal assistance line.

Women’s Advocates is 
incorporated as a nonprofit.

On October 11, 1974, Women’s 
Advocates opens as the 
first shelter in the nation for 
victim-survivors of domestic 
abuse.

Minnesota passed first-
of-its-kind legislation that 
gave state funds to battered 
women’s shelters.

The third property is 
purchased. The three 
adjoining homes now shelter 
up to 50 victim-survivors 
and children.

Volunteers began sheltering 
women and children in their 
own homes.

The neighboring property 
is purchased and 
Women’s Advocates helps 
form the Consortium for 
Battered Women.

National Domestic 
Violence Awareness 
Month is observed for the 
first time.

1971
1972

1974

1978

1991

1973

1975

1987

Our History
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Congress passes the 
Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) in 
response to increasing 
domestic violence.

The Junior League of Saint 
Paul introduces a model for 
volunteerism. By 2004, a 
record 472 volunteers helped 
at the shelter.

Women’s Advocates initiates 
housing assistance for 
families leaving the shelter 
through the Rapid 
Re-Housing national effort.

Women’s Advocates stays 
strong through COVID-19 
pandemic by temporarily 
moving shelter services into 
a hotel setting.

A group of Minnesota 
women launch the Silent 
Witness Initiative in memory 
of individuals who died as a 
result of domestic violence.

The R.O.S.E. Aftercare 
Program was launched, and 
began advocacy services 
for families once they leave 
the shelter.

Women’s Advocates 
expands its children’s 
programming to support 
therapeutic interventions 
and safety planning.

Pop-Up Advocacy begins in 
the Saint Paul community.

1994

2003

2009

2020

1997

2007

2016

2021
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2021-2022

In-Kind Donation 

Event 2021

Tabling at Oasis of Love

Summer Cook-Out 
at Our Shelter
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2021-2022

Donor Appreciation  

Event 2022

Pop-Up Advocacy
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www.wadvocates.org


