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Holly Henning, Executive Director

Respectfully and Zhawenim (unconditional love),

Aiin Friends and Relatives of Women’s Advocates, 

As we reflect on the fiscal year from July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024, I am filled with gratitude for 
the progress we've made together. This year has been marked by resilience and dedication to 
our mission of supporting victim-survivors and breaking the cycle of domestic violence. 

Key highlights from this year include: 

MN Pet Coalition: A collaboration with Cornerstone, Tubman, The Bond Between, 
Animal Humane Society, and Four Winds Connections, we are providing foster care for 
pets of domestic violence victim-survivors, allowing them to escape abuse without leaving 
their pets behind. 

Safe Harbor Funding: Women’s Advocates received funding in June 2023 to support youth 
who are survivors of commercial sexual exploitation and human trafficking. Our team, including 
Mobile Case Managers, works alongside the Streetworks Collaborative and other partners to 
offer trauma-informed support to these young people. 

Lean on Me: This program, developed in response to feedback from our Survivor Advisory 
Council, provides tailored services for older youth in shelter, addressing their unique emotional 
and developmental needs. 

Alternative Shelter Program: We opened five community apartments to support cis males, 
LGBTQIA2S+, trans women and men, and survivors of domestic violence with disabilities, 
offering advocacy and essential services in a more accessible setting. 

Capital Campaign Project 2024-2027: We are raising $14.25 million for our two new buildings, 
adding 19 new apartments of Emergency Shelter to better support survivors. Thanks to 
generous donations, we’ve raised over 60% of our goal.

2024 marked our 50th anniversary as the very first shelter in the nation for victim-survivors of 
domestic violence. This historic milestone has allowed us to celebrate and strengthen our work 
and expand our services. The dedication of our team, the generosity of our supporters, and 
the resilience of the survivor community inspire me with hope for the future.

Chi miigwech (many thanks) for your continued support. As we move forward, I am 
hopeful and determined to continue advocating for a world where everyone can live 
free from violence, with dignity and respect.

M E SS AG E  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R

L A N D 
AC K N O W L E D G M E N T

Women’s Advocates is located on Dakota land, bordered 
on the west by Bdote (the sacred confluence) and on the 
east by Wakán Tipi (Dwelling Place of the Sacred). This 
land that holds Women’s Advocates, and the community 
we serve, was stolen from the Dakota by the American 
government through centuries of wars, broken treaties, 
and acts of cultural genocide. Through incredible 
perseverance and resistance, the Dakota (and other 
Indigenous people of the Seven Council Fires) remain 
here today, caring for the land and the life it sustains. 

As an organization dedicated to breaking the cycle of 
domestic violence, we know that Native women and 
girls face the highest risk of domestic violence, sexual 
assault, and intimate partner homicide. This, too, is a 
legacy of white settler colonization. We grieve and honor 
the missing and murdered. At the same time, we express 
our gratitude for those who are still among us, those 
Indigenous-led organizations who are fighting every day 
for a world without domestic and sexual violence. 

While this acknowledgment cannot eliminate the sins of 
the past, we commit ourselves to sustaining meaningful 
partnerships with our Dakota and Anishinaabe neighbors 
now and in the future. We commit ourselves to supporting 
tribal sovereignty with the same fervor that we support 
the self-sovereignty of victim-survivors. 

June Blue, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, Board 
Member, reading our Land Acknowledgment at our 

2023 First Light Fundraiser

Women's Advocates
walks with victim-survivors 
and our community
to break the cycle of 
domestic violence.

O U R
M I SS I O N

Women’s Advocates joined community partners at 2024 
Action Day in the Capitol rotunda to advocate for policies 

that support victim-survivors and prevent violence.
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As the first shelter in the nation for victim-survivors of domestic violence, Women’s Advocates has been a 
leader in the movement to end domestic violence over the past five decades. Today, we honor that legacy while 
striving for innovation, recognizing that emergency shelter alone cannot break the cycle of domestic violence.

True healing requires a holistic approach; one that supports victim-survivors through every stage of their 
journey. That’s why Women’s Advocates created the Continuum of Safety, a network of our services designed 
to meet victim-survivors’ emotional, legal, and financial needs before, during, and after their stay in our 24/7 
Emergency Shelter or Alternative Shelter Program.

The Continuum of Safety begins with prevention and outreach–stopping violence before it starts and meeting 
victim-survivors where they are. Our Education and Outreach team engages the Twin Cities community 
and beyond with webinars, trainings, and Pop-Up Advocacy events at trusted sites in Saint Paul, providing 
immediate resources to those in need.

Our shelter offers a secure, welcoming environment where victim-survivors and their children can stabilize and 
heal after a crisis. Our Alternative Shelter Program offers flexible safety and support options for individuals who 
may not feel comfortable in a traditional women’s shelter, including men, LGBTQIA2S+ individuals, and those 
with limited mobility.

Finally, through our Housing Stability program, victim-survivors and families receive financial assistance, 
therapy, and advocacy to transition from shelter to safe, stable housing. Together, these programs help ensure 
that every victim-survivor has access to the resources and support they need along their healing journey. 

C O N T I N U U M  O F  S A F E T Y  F R O M  A B U S E

Women’s Advocates believes that community education is a vital tool for 
breaking generational cycles of domestic violence. We provide both virtual and 
in-person community education and domestic violence training for professionals.  
The goal of our education and training work is to strengthen participant ability to 
recognize warning signs of domestic violence, understand the dynamics of abuse, 
and support and affirm victim-survivors. In the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year, we hosted 
community education sessions and professional trainings on topics such as:

Education & Outreach expenses for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year were 
$195,420, comprising 5% of organizational expenses.

E D U C AT I O N

24 / 7  C R I S I S  L I N E

Emergency Shelter 
& Alternative Shelter

Generational Healing
& Safety Work

Housing
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Support

Shelter
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The first Women’s Advocates hotline was staffed by volunteers and 
responded to callers seeking legal information on obtaining no-fault 
divorces. Today, our 24/7 crisis line and online chat service are operated 
by a team of trained Crisis Resource Advocates who provide callers with 
domestic violence safety planning, shelter referrals, and
judgment-free emotional support. 

Callers who do not fit the criteria for domestic violence shelter referral 
are directed to statewide Day One for shelter services, while callers 
whose needs cannot be met by our Emergency Shelter programs are 
connected with domestic violence shelters in their area. 

9 5 4
contacts from victim-survivors 

and others in need of support in 
Fiscal Year 2024.

Crisis Resource 
Advocates fielded

9 8
domestic violence and 
related trainings were hosted 
by Women's Advocates' 
Education & Outreach team.

In the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year:

2 , 077
professionals and community 
members attended domestic 
violence and related trainings.

Domestic Violence 
101 & 201

Supporting Children Through 
Abuse Related Trauma

Healthy Relationship 
Building Blocks

All About
Safety Planning

Homelessness, 
Mental Health & 

Domestic Violence

“I don’t know how hard it was for them to pick up the phone 
and call us, or what it took for them to get here. I want to make 
sure that they know, regardless of whatever situation they 
endured, we’re happy that they’re here now, and we’re looking 
forward to helping them move forward in their journey.”

Nisha Taylor, Housing Stability Manager

54



Women’s Advocates’ Pop-Up Advocacy brings 
resources directly to those in need. By partnering 
with trusted community spaces in Saint Paul and 
beyond, we meet victim-survivors where they are, 
providing immediate support like safety planning, 
advocacy, and referrals. These events break down 
barriers to accessing help, ensuring everyone has a 
safe place to turn, no matter their circumstances.

Receiving supplies for 
Pop-Up Advocacy 

through the Ramsey 
County Trusted 
Messenger program

Executive Director 
Holly Henning (left) and 
Director of Outreach 
Alex McDougall 
(right) presenting at 

the Resiliency Through 
Community Conference in 

Marquette, MI, addressing 
human trafficking, housing, and 

the crisis of Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women & Relatives

3 , 4 5 4  people have received resources, support, 
and referrals through Pop-Up Advocacy since its inception, 
with over 60% of those individuals receiving assistance 
during the 2023-2024 fiscal year. 

P O P - U P
A D V O C AC Y

Women’s Advocates became a recipient of Safe Harbor 
funding in June of 2023. This was a direct result of the 
feedback and input provided by the Survivor Advisory 
Council, which highlighted the overlap between 
domestic violence, commercial sexual exploitation, 
and human trafficking. Minnesota’s Safe Harbor Law 
ensures sexually exploited youth are treated as victims, 
not criminals, and through the No Wrong Door model, 
they receive trauma-informed care.

With this funding, Women’s Advocates supports youth 
aged 24 and younger by helping them secure housing, 
meet basic needs, and achieve their goals. Two Mobile 
Safe Harbor Advocates collaborate with the StreetWorks 
Collaborative, Regional Navigators, and other providers 
to serve unhoused youth in the Twin Cities.

S A F E  H A R B O R

O N L I N E  S U R V I V O R 
S U P P O R T  G R O U P

Number of People at
Pop-Up Advocacy by Quarter
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E M E R G E N C Y  S H E LT E R  & 
A LT E R N AT I V E  S H E LT E R  P R O G R A M
For 50 years, our Emergency Shelter has functioned as the beating heart of all we do. Since our doors opened in 
1974, our goal has been to offer our residents more than shelter. Rather, we strive to create a welcoming, warm, and 
homelike atmosphere that celebrates the resilience of victim-survivors and their children. Our Emergency Shelter 
space consists of 15 bedrooms, 7 resident bathrooms, laundry facilities, indoor and outdoor recreation areas, and 
a commercial kitchen where daily meals are prepared. Our Crisis Resource Advocates and shelter managers 
are available 24/7 to maintain shelter security, respond to resident needs, and intervene in crisis situations as 
needed. Through it all, our beloved Facilities staff keep the shelter running smoothly and cleanly.

As our Emergency Shelter facility cannot meet the needs of victim-survivors with physical disability or who feel 
uncomfortable using communal bathrooms, the Alternative Shelter Program hosts victim-survivors in
scattered-site apartment units throughout Ramsey County. This innovative model ensures a safer, more inclusive 
environment for all victim-survivors, including cis men, members of the LGBTQIA2S+ community, trans women 
and men, and families with diverse needs. This model has proven so successful that we are now in the process of 
purchasing and rehabbing two apartment buildings that, when completed, will provide an additional 58 shelter beds 
that are ADA-compliant and pet-friendly.
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Ethnicity of residents in our 24/7 Emergency 
Shelter or Alternative Shelter Program in the
2023-2024 Fiscal Year:

Women/girls

Men/boys

80%

20%

Black, African American

White

Hispanic/Latinx

62.6%

12.1%

9.1%

Multiracial

Asian

Native American
/Alaskan Native

8.1%

5.1%

3.17%

8 8 %
of our Emergency Shelter and Alternative 

Shelter Program residents identify as Black, 
Indigenous, and/or People of Color.

To support the many domestic violence victim-survivors 
who cannot or will not attend an in-person support group, 
Women's Advocates hosts 10-week online peer support 
cohorts where survivors of domestic and sexual violence 
can connect with each other from anywhere in the world.

Since its inception in 2021, the Online Survivor Support Group 
has assisted victim-survivors in processing the impact 
of abuse, navigating their new independence, building 
healthy relationship skills, and validating each other’s 
experiences of intimate partner violence. In the 2023-2024 
Fiscal Year, Women's Advocates hosted eleven 10-week 
sessions of Online Survivor Support Group. 

Limited mobilities
or special needs

Those in high
lethality situations

LGBTQIA2S+
Individuals

Male
Individuals

Victim-survivors we serve in our
Alternative Shelter Program often include:
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2 0 6
people total (94 victim-survivors 
and 112 children) participated in 
the Housing Stability Program.

8 4 %
participating households 

maintained stable housing for 12 
or more months.

8 8 %
of our Housing Stability program 

participants identify as Black, 
Indigenous, and/or People of Color.
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Housing Stability program expenses for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year were 
$370,306, comprising 11% of organizational expenses. 

After fleeing abuse, the biggest challenge facing victim-survivors is securing a permanent, safe place to live. Our 
Housing Stability program supports individuals and families in obtaining housing, sustaining safety for themselves 
and their children, and furthering their healing as they transition from unsafe housing situations and/or homelessness. 
Housing Stability program participants receive comprehensive housing navigation services and long-term advocacy 
support, including up to five years of rental assistance and culturally relevant mental health services. As part of 
this support, our Mental Health and Wellness Therapist provides mental health care by meeting with
victim-survivors in the community to help them continue their healing journey after shelter. 

H O U S I N G  S TA B I L I T Y  S E R V I C E SE M E R G E N C Y  S H E LT E R  & 
A LT E R N AT I V E  S H E LT E R  P R O G R A M
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Facility expenses for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year were $485,705, comprising 14% of organizational expenses.

Food expenses for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year were $251,730, comprising 8% of organizational expenses.

Since launching in March of 2024, the MN Pet Coalition (MNPC) has continued to grow, 
removing a major barrier for victim-survivors fleeing domestic violence in the Twin Cities 
Metro. With 71% of women in shelters reporting their abuser harmed or threatened 
their pet, safe foster options are critical. This collaboration of three domestic violence 
and three animal welfare organizations (Animal Humane Society, The Bond Between, 
Cornerstone, Four Winds Connections, Tubman, and Women's Advocates), ensures no 
survivor has to choose between safety and their pet. 

As of July 27, 2024, we received 40 foster care requests, highlighting the growing 
demand. In response, we’re expanding foster placements and pet care services, making 
safety possible for more survivors and their pets. With 150+ volunteer fosters as of 
December 2024, MNPC offers short and long-term care while survivors secure
shelter, legal support, or housing.

8 2
days was the

average length of stay 
for residents. 

4 2 4
crisis interventions 

took place for
victim-survivors 

staying at our shelter.

2 3 9
people total

(127 adults and 112 
children) received 
emergency shelter 

with us.

8 9 3
hours of support
were provided by 
family advocates

to residents.

19,72 8
nights of shelter

were provided
for residents.

Scan to watch a short video about 
the MN Pet Coalition and get involved!

In the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year:
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112 children ages 0 to 17 received services in our 
Emergency Shelter and in the community after they 

entered our Housing Stability Program.

L E GA L  A D V O C AC Y
&  H E A L I N G  S E R V I C E S

Mental health, wellness, & legal advocacy expenses for the 2023-2024 
Fiscal Year were $1,354,290, comprising 33% of organizational expenses.

S H E I L A  W E L L S TO N E 
C H I L D R E N ' S  P R O G R A M
The Child & Family Advocates who operate Women's Advocates' Sheila Wellstone Children’s Program are 
compassionate and dedicated to supporting our youngest victim-survivors, whether in our shelter or our Housing 
Stability program. Our advocates provide drop-in childcare, tutoring support, special activities, and support 
to victim-survivors struggling with parenting after an experience of abuse. Families enrolled in housing stability 
programming also have access to support from the Children’s Program in the form of home visits, 
school-based advocacy, connections to community resources, and emotional support for children during the 
transition from shelter to permanent housing.
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Physical safety is only the first step in a survivor’s journey from abuse to self-sufficiency. In our shelter programs, 
Women’s Advocates strives to create an environment that encourages long-term healing. Family & Legal 
Advocates work closely with residents during their stay, empowering and supporting them as they navigate 
complex legal, healthcare, and financial assistance systems. Our Mental Health & Wellness Counselors provide 
culturally relevant individual and family counseling for shelter residents and Housing Stability program 
participants. Likewise, all residents are encouraged to attend a wide variety of support groups, mindfulness 
activities such as meditation and yoga, and arts and crafts nights where they can share information, resources, 
and experiences to cultivate community and resilience.

In the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year, Women’s Advocates received funding from the MN Department of Human Services 
to implement substance use intervention services for all of our direct service programs. One full-time Licensed 
Alcohol & Drug Counselor (LADC) now works with victim-survivors to identify substance use concerns, 
conducts assessment for treatment referral, and encourages those who are making efforts to address substance 
use concerns. This funding will also enable us to add a Clinical Director position in 2025, which will allow us to 
further expand this vital service department.

“Many participants don’t have access to transportation or 
childcare, so being able to go out and meet them where they 
are is really important. I’m able to provide very low-barrier 
mental health support.”

Anna Perrotta, Mental Health and Wellness Therapist

Scan to support our 
youth programming!

Children's Program expenses for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year
were $148,186, comprising 4% of organizational expenses.

Our most vital avenue for engagement and evaluation is our 
Survivor Advocacy Council (SAC). All current and prior 
program participants are invited to join the SAC to ensure 
that our programming is grounded in the lived experience 
of domestic violence victim-survivors. The SAC meets 
monthly with the Executive Director, Associate Director, and 
Development Director to guide programming development, 
service priorities, and the overall direction of the organization. 

The annual workplan and policy agenda set by SAC members 
drives much of Women’s Advocates’ innovative organizational 
decision-making and new programs. Our Pet Foster Program 
was developed specifically to meet the SAC’s 2023 priority 
goal of eliminating concern for companion animal safety 
as a barrier to leaving an abusive situation. This program, 
launched in March 2023, has now expanded to become the 
MN Pet Foster Coalition. 

In 2024, the SAC prioritized advocacy and mentorship 
opportunities for older youth with a particular focus on the 
needs of Black/African American boys. This has led to the 
creation of our Lean on Me program and the hiring of a 
full-time African American mentor and former schoolteacher 
to engage older youth staying in our shelter. Our work with the 
SAC demonstrates that when domestic violence survivors are 
given opportunities to lead, they help us do the work better.

S U R V I V O R 
A D V I S O R Y
C O U N C I L

Survivor Advisory Council members 
speaking with state legislators on 
Homeless Day on the Hill, March 2024

"Youth programming is crucial in breaking 
the cycle of domestic violence because it is a 
preventative measure and provides space for 
multi-generational healing."

Alex McDougall, Director of Outreach 
and Youth Engagement

The Lean on Me program was launched in 2024 based on 
feedback from the Survivor Advisory Council. Previous 
participants informed us that there was a lack of programming 
geared specifically toward older youth staying in shelter. 
Experiences of violence and trauma often complicate the already 
difficult emotions young people are experiencing, and this can 
lead to seclusion, lack of engagement, and low-self esteem. 
The Lean on Me program provides connections to culturally 
relevant mentorship and support for young people as the heal 
from their experience of domestic violence. Additionally, the 
program focuses on helping youth learn how to build healthy 
relationships with themselves and with others, empowering them 
with the tools and skills to form positive, supportive connections.
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Women’s Advocates started in 1972 as a divorce rights hotline, offering 
legal guidance to women seeking to leave abusive marriages. However, it 
soon became clear that the biggest obstacle these women faced was the 
lack of a safe place to go. Many were forced to choose between staying 
in violent homes or fleeing into homelessness. Recognizing this urgent 
need, a collective of individuals came together to expand the mission to 
include providing physical safety. In 1974, with community support, Women’s 
Advocates opened the nation’s first emergency domestic violence shelter, 
offering a sanctuary for victim-survivors and their children.

Over the decades, we’ve grown into a leader in the movement to end 
domestic violence. Each day, we provide emergency shelter and advocacy 
services for up to 50 victim-survivors and children. Our programs now 
include Housing Stability services, addressing homelessness as a key 
barrier to leaving abusive relationships, and innovative community-based 
services to reach those who may never enter a shelter. Across all our 
programs, we focus on empowering victim-survivors with practical support 
and emotional healing, helping them break free from abuse and rebuild 
their lives.

In October 2024, we honored our 50th Anniversary during Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. The gala reflected on five decades of hope and healing 
while reaffirming our mission to support all victim-survivors, regardless 
of gender, sexuality, or ability. Highlights included: a proclamation from 
Governor Tim Walz designating October 17 as Women’s Advocates 
Day in Minnesota, remarks from Senator Amy Klobuchar, an exhibit of our 
history and artists supporting our mission at the Landmark Center, and a 

heartfelt reading of “a mother’s devotion” 
by RikkiFuriosa The Artist.

5 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A RY

Join us in creating a safer future,
free from domestic violence.

Concept Diagram: Lower Level
Office

Private Therapy

Meeting Room

Food Pantry

Wellness Room
Restroom

Storage

Tenant storage, 

communal spaces, bed 

bug heater, laundry, 

break rooms, children’s 

space, and more!

2024-2027

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN

Scan the QR code to see 
Women’s Advocates 

in the news and 
highlights from our 50th 

anniversary gala!

1974

2024

We need you! Your donation will bring us one step 
closer to providing life-saving services and resources to 
hundreds of victim-survivors, families, and pets in our first 
five years of programming at our new buildings.

To learn more about how you can support this project, 
please email development@wadvocates.org.

Women’s Advocates is undergoing a significant advancement in our mission to 
support victim-survivors of domestic violence and their families. We are raising
$14.25 million to acquire two new buildings to double our number of shelter beds. 

With your investment, we will create 19 new apartments dedicated to victim-survivors 
totaling 58 beds. The buildings will offer a mix of ADA compliant 1-bedroom, 
2-bedroom, and 3-bedroom units, providing diverse accommodations for
victim-survivors of all genders, sexualities, and abilities. 

Additionally, we are proud to announce that this new facility will allow residents and 
their pets to live together in their rooms, providing invaluable comfort and support 
during times of crisis, while keeping the entire family safe.

Along with our gala, Women’s 
Advocates was featured on 
KARE 11, the Pioneer Press, and 
the Minnesota Spokesman-
Recorder, raising awareness 
about intimate partner violence 
and our mission to build a 
future free from abuse. This 
milestone month honored our 
legacy while paving the way 
for new ways to support 
victim-survivors.

Creating Safety
$4,824,200

Building acquisition &
trauma-informed design

Building Hope
$6,792,454

Renovation & building transition

Ensuring Longevity
$2,633,346

Initial capacity building, facility 
services, and programming costs
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Expenses Revenues

2023-2024

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

Programs & Services

Management & General

Fundraising

76%

16%

7%

Audited Financial Statements 2023-2024 2022-2023
Assets Total Current Assets $3,228,708 $2,651,720 

Net Property & Equipment $5,136,190 $885,107 

Total Assets $8,364,898 $3,536,827 

Liabilities Total Current Liabilities $294,497 $264,701 

Long Term Debt $0 $0 

Net Assets Net Assets: Undesignated $5,822,745 $655,182 

Net Assets: Designated $1,600,000 $2,356,184 

Net Assets: Temporarily Restricted $647,656 $260,760 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $8,364,898 $3,536,827 

Revenue Program Service Revenue $7,036,727 $3,130,298 

Contributions $1,696,961 $1,084,793 

Debt Forgiveness $0 $25,584 

Interest & Miscellaneous $231,269 $124,095 

Total Support & Revenue $8,964,957 $4,364,770 

Expenses Programs & Services $3,175,033 $3,589,305 

Management & General $684,457 $602,248 

Fundraising $307,192 $366,071 

Total Expenses $4,166,682 $4,557,624 

Change in Net Assets $4,798,275 ($192,854)

Net Assets - Beginning of Year $3,272,126 $3,464,980 

Net Assets - End of Year $8,070,401 $3,272,126 

Government Revenues

Community Support

Debt Forgiveness, Miscellaneous

78%

19%

3%

Donors of 
$50,000+
356, 362 and 372 

Cleveland Avenue 
LLC

3M Community Fund
Community Leadership 

Fund
Otto Bremer Trust
Pohlad Family 

Foundation
Corey Sauer

Donors of 
$10,000+
CH Robinson
Citizens for Judge 

Chutich
Grotto Foundation
Highland National 

Women's Golf Club
Hugh J. Andersen 

Foundation
Patrick and Aimee 

Butler Family 
Foundation

The Saint Paul 
and Minnesota 
Foundation

The WCA Foundation

Donors of 
$5,000-9,999
Ann Adams and Sally 

Ehlers
American Academy 

of Matrimonial 
Lawyers 
Foundation 
(AAMLF)

Larry and Linda Berger
CHS Inc
Joan Duddingston
Lance Egley
HB Fuller Company
Tom Higgins and Julie 

Wissinger
Louis F. and Katherine 

E. Hill
HRK Foundation
Opus Foundation
Ryan Family
Donald Salisbury
Caroline Stone
The Luther Holding 

Company

Donors of 
$2,000-4,999
Abbeycare, Inc.
Abbott Laboratories
Alpha Chi Omega
Connie Barry
Robert Bowman
Costco
Gregg And Mary 

Dourgarian
Edina Realty - Grand 

Avenue
Robin And Pamela 

Ehrlich
Elmer L. And Eleanor 

J. Andersen 
Foundation

Matt Fisher And 
Christine Dennis

Kaitlyn Florsz

Debby A. Fulton
Darlene Hesse
Adam Hoyhtya
Sarah Hughes
Matt Kreilich
Daniel And Margaret 

Lister
Lumen Technologies, 

Inc.
Julia And Joseph 

Mcmahon
Peter And Jean Parilla
Sfm Mutual Insurance 

Company
Michael And Kara 

Spolidoro
Gordon And Sarah 

Vermeer
Tara Wallin
Sandra Zipp

Donors of
$1,000-$1,999
Athena Adkins
Archie D. and Bertha H. 

Walker Foundation
Tamyra Armbrust
Dorothy "Doodee" 

Backstrom
Liz & Tom Boyd
Vineeta Sawkar Branby
Estelle Brouwer
Stevie Chancellor
Thrivent Choice
Amanda Dennison
Gerald Denson
Marybeth Dorn
Georgiann and Joseph 

Errigo
Edman Family
Andrew and Jenna 

Held
Kristin Hickman
Erik Hinkie
Tiffany Hoang
Horwitz
Mandy Iverson
Molly Kenney
Anna Klompien
Holly Kuisle
Linda Lane
Erica Lister and 

Samuel Adams
Jim and Stephanie 

Lockridge
Jo Ellen and Philip 

Lundblad
MacGillis Family 

Foundation
Karen Mackenzie and 

W. Brooks Donald
Aaron and Jenica 

McDonald
Grace Elizabeth Meyer
Ellie O'Brien
Olivet Congregational 

Church
Anne and Bill Parker
Erin Pickar
Roxy's Cabaret
Saint Paul Area 

Chamber of 
Commerce

Caroline Schnieders
Terry and Noreen 

Shaughnessy
Sarah Mendoza 

Shelton
Slumberland
Janet Stevermer
Michael Sullivan
Takeda 

Pharmaceuticals
Jen Thorson
Thrivent Financial
Nicole Winter Tietel
UCare
UnitedHealth Group 

(UHG)
James Walker
Brittany Wehrli
Randall Wilke

Donors of
$500-$999
Virginia Agresti
Ameriprise Financial
Assurant, Inc.
Nancy and Leon Beck
Elissa Becker
Barbara Berg
Michelle Blaeser
Harald Borrmann
Ashley Brown
John Carnahan
Megan Carney
Church of St. Pascal 

Baylon
City of St. Paul, 

Planning & 
Economic Dev.

Sean Conway
Cosette Designs
William Cullen
Loralee and Gene 

DiLorenzo
Leah Dittberner
Quinn and Adam 

Driscoll
Encouraging Leaders
Lucas Corty Erickson
Theodora Fair
Michael Fasching and 

Britt Gilbertson
Karen Florez
Appleblossom Flowers
Nancy L. Fulton
Donna Gies and Rich 

Hamer
Thomas and 

Gwendolyn 
Gmeinder

Mary Griffin
Guild of Middle Eastern 

Dance
Tom Hatch and Stacy 

Mattingly
Ann and David Heider
Amy Higgins
House of Hope 

Presbyterian 
Church

Roger Johanson
Allison Kier
Janice Kudej
Rachel Mairose
Jane McKim
Maria Mitchell
Valerie Mondor
Carrie Openshaw
Mary Kay and Paul 

Orman
Becky and John Preuss
Katherine Razavi

Karsten Rimestad
Daniel Roe
Christine J. Rusin
Sarah and Mick Bauer 

Fund
Laura Shannon and 

Paul McGuirk
Stuart Edward Shwiff
Kenneth Simon
Jackie Smith
St. John the Evangelist 

Episcopal Church
Debra Steenson
Carl Stover
Barbara T. Stromer
Susan and Joseph 

Strubel
The Theodore & 

Florence Heinicke 
Memorial Fund

Kyle Thompson
Missy Thompson
Patricia Thompson
JoAnn Trygestad
Ralph Wyman
Ann Wynia
Yield Giving

Donors of
$100-$499
Amy Albus
Lindsey Alexander
Arlene and Tom Alm
American Family 

Insurance
Sanjeeva Ananthan
Janice Anderson
Katherine Anderson
Roger and Margie 

Anderson
Tracy L. Babler
Peggy Bacall
Carol Backstrom
Janice and John Barker
M. Marie Beck
Roxane Becken
Elisa Becker
Maryam Becker
Michelle Beeman
Lisa Belknap
Kathleen and Frank 

Berdan
Audrey Berg
Maryann Kolbo 

Bergantine
Beth Bergman
Tina Berndt and 

Shelley Hill
Bonnie J. Berquam
Yvonne Blaine
Matt Blanch
Shari Blindt
June Blue
Kathryn Bolinder
Dana Brandenburg
Kathleen Brennan
Mary Brennan
Carol Broback
Marit Brock
Richard R Brock
Barbara Broen
Joanna Brookes
Jackie Brueggemann
Laurie Burns
James Calabresi
Rick and Linda Carlson
Stephanie and Brad 

Carlson
Mark A. Carlton
Jeanne Carr
Nancy and Jerry Carroll
Kelly Carver
Angela Casselton
Linda Champlin
Marilou Chanrasmi
City of Woodbury
David Colby and Laura 

Clay
Robert and Sarah 

Cooley
FICO Corp
Liz Coughlin
Joan Countryman
Richard and Aliya 

White
Sterline Saran Cryer
Elizabeth Danielson
Diane Daun
Rhonda Davis
John Dawes
Jake De Vera
Jane Delage
Mary Jane and John 

Dittberner
Joseph Dolson
Catherine Downey
Kelly Drummer
Suzanne Ducker
Jack Duffy
Clover Earl
Becky Erickson and 

Dan Sullivan
Leslie Erickson
Sarah Ezaki
Jesse Faciana
Janet and Carey 

Favorite
Sandra K Fenton
Ryan Flynn
Kim S. Fossey
Sarah and Mark Foster
Barry Foy and May Wu
Teresa Freeman
Barbara Fulton
Judith Gavin
Sarah Dirksen 

and Dennis 
Gerhardstein

Joe Gibson
Terry Gilberstadt
Rena M. Gillman
Mary Sue and Paul 

Godfrey
Eileen Goren
Janet Gracia
Tiffany Grandchamp
Sara Grewing and Jon 

Schmidt
Andrew Gunderson
Margaret Hall
Eric Hartfiel
JoAnn Hawkins
Ruth and Don Hayden
Clare Healy
Mary and Dan Healy
Kara Hedlund
Stefan and Lonnie 

Helgeson
Bernie Hennessey
Elena Hennessey
Holly Henning
Russell Heuckendorf
Beverly Jones 

Heydinger

THANK YOU, 2023-2024 CONTRIBUTORS
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Key staff members are on Women's 
Advocates' Support Team. Members in 

the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year:

S U P P O R T 
T E A M 

	• Holly Henning

	• Jake De Vera

	• JoAnn Hawkins

	• Alex McDougall

	• Joan Countryman

	• Stephanie Plaster

	• Alison Canty

	• Yulanda Williams

	• Latoya Anderson

	• Christina Middleton

	• Roxy Walker

	• Mary Beth Becker

In the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year:

B OA R D  O F 
D I R E C TO R S

	• William Moore

	• Mary Sue Godfrey

	• Millicent Kasal

	• Leah Dittberner

	• Erica Lister

	• Yvonne Blaine

	• June Blue

	• Sarah Driever

	• Debby Fulton

	• Dennis Gerhardstein

	• Britt Gilbertson

	• Mandy Iverson

	• Paige Kahle

	• Molly Kenney

	• Maria Mitchell

	• Vineeta Sawkar

	• Alana Schoenborn

	• Priscilla Stallings

THANK YOU, 2023-2024 CONTRIBUTORS

Deborah James
Megan Johnson
Sherry Johnson
Max Kahle
Mary Kaminski
Amanda Karls
Jeff Krumrie
Lindsey Lancette
Pam and Dave Lande
Sally and Richard 

Leighninger
Brandon Litman
Katherine Lymn
Mary Lynn and Charles 

Gillin
Tami McConkey
Pat Benson Merz
Melanie Meyer
Mary-Helen Mische
Fatima Moore
Eliot Morrow
Gretchen and Hao 

Nguyen
Janet Niska
Elizabeth Noel
Brittany Oberstadt
Leif Park Jordan
Tara Patet
Kimberly Pizinger
Uttara Rasmussen
Tara Rath
Sheri Riemers
Elle Roy
Hayley Saccoman
Cindy Schell
Tashina Schneider
Susan Schuster
Susan Sebek
Maureen Selner
Margaret Elizabeth 

Shearen
Linny Siems
Paul Steiner
Julie Stoltz
Stacey Sutton
Kindra Szymanski
Sloane Taylor
Cory Tennison
Priscilla Thomas
Susan Birk Thompson
Thomson Reuters
Jessica Van Kirk
Lori Vandewiele
Deb Wallwork
Barbara and Erik 

Westgard
Karen Wolner
Karyn Ann Wrenshall
Kamai Xiong

Donors of
$49-$1
Mary Anderson
AT&T
Kristofer Basile
Coral Berge
Georgia Ann Bond
Samantha Bossman
Solveig Brown
Emily Burck
Century Communities
Merideth A Chelberg
Kathleen Clinton
Bill and Nancy Conley
Steve Costa
Lyn Crosby
Tiana Daun

Betsy Davies
Judith Durfey
Marlo Eder
B Entsminger
Elizabeth Everson
Kathryn Farber
Shahar Fearing
Ruthena Fink
Terry Forliti
Jane Fosse
Kristopher George
Bridget Glass
Jacqueline Gohdes
Pamela Gokey
Carol Grady
Mery C Gray
Danielle Halls
Daniel Hawkins
Jessie Headrick
Katie Hedin
Kathleen Heinze
Linda Henry
Nancy Hogan
Edward Jackson
Wayne Jennings and 

Joan Sorenson
Dawn Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Emily Johnston
Jane Kilian and Mark 

Wangerin
James Kopp
Ann Kuitunen
Jane LaFroth
Jenese Larmouth
Judy Laursen
Christina Loukas
Ann Maczuga
Jill Ann Mantor
David and Kristen 

McCabe
Ava McCausland
Madison Ming
John Murphy
Marin Murray
Tyler Olsen
Caroline Palmer
Brandl Radovitskiy
Liz Ray
Robert Rayfield
Jen Rico
Thekla Rura-Polley
Maggie Schmitz
Jeanne Schnitzen
Alana Schoenborn
Claudia Schuster
Lawrence Sheehan
Mary Steinhagen
Linda Webster
Katherine Weier
Margaret Wilson
Holly Wimmer
Naly Yang
Susan Zhulkie

COURAGE

Beth and Bill O'Connor
Mark and Wendy 

O'Donnell
Carol Oeltjenbruns
Keith and Kimberly 

Olson
Mary Kay Palmer
Laura Park
Lucia Pawlowski
Suzanne Pearl
Jennifer Percy
Brek Perry
Sarah Petersen
Stephanie Peterson
Mary E. Pickard
Molly Piper
Sharon D Pitala
Andrea Plautz
Mike and Deb 

Pleasants
Peggy Pond
Publicis Sapient
Cassandra Quam
Mary Anne Quiroz
Rainbow Health 

Minnesota
Elaine Raspel-Borth
Raytheon Technologies
Kristine Reed
Reinsurance Group 

of America 
Incorporated

Martha Rhode
Shelley and Michael 

Robshaw
Doug A. Rohde
Donna Roles and Terry 

Neavin
Jade Roth
Mary Jo Roth
Patty Anne Rowe
Emily Royer
Ebony Ruhland
Heather and Bob 

Rykhus
Carolyn Rysgaard
Saint Anthony Park 

United Church of 
Christ

Sherri Savage
Aaron Schoenecker
Kimberly Schramm
Kathleen Schubert
Sally Scoggin and Don 

Brunnquell
Amy Sheldon
Smitha Shoney
Miriam Simmons
Marjory Singher
Paul Christopher 

Sisson
Sue Sorenson
Annette and Doug 

Spencer
St. Cecilia's Catholic 

Church
Nicole Starr
Jo-Anne Stately
Gretchen Stemmer
Maurielle Storms
Whitney Marie Storvick
Marie Suesse
Cody Sutherland
Donna Swanson
Jean Sweeney
Megan Tardiff
Marilynn Thaney and 

Karen Mahler
The Lutheran Church 

of the Resurrection
The Real Estate 

Collaborative
Daphne Thompson
Jill Thompson
Thomson Reuters, 

My Community 
Program

Avis Tilden
Leah Tilstra
Travelers
John Tulloch
Lindsay Turner
Annalee Ulsrud
Kim Vo
Volunteers for John 

Choi
Precious Wallace
Lloyd Ward
Kimberly Wehlage
Kate Wenger
John and Marcy 

Wengler
Arlene West and Kevin 

Bevis
Yulanda Williams
Sara Wilson
M Wirth-Johnson
Ivanka and Daniel 

Woodell
Christine A. 

Wroblewski
Somah Yarney
Jeanette Zaczkowski
Katherine Zang
Kathy Zieman

Donors of
$50-$99
Rosario Adiarte
Chris Aerts
Kelly K. Anderson
Teresa Arens
Meg and Don Arnosti
Michelle Bailey
Joyce Baker
Mary Bandt
Mary Beth Becker
Theresa Beckhusen
Debra Beilke
Lalitha Belur
Leontine Benedicenti
Heather Besonen
Cheryl Brown
Sally Campbell
Charles Caswell
John J. Choi
Brandie Dahlvang
Kelsey Derby
John and Kathleen 

Deslauriers
Jill Marie Droubie
Jeff Dupee
Susan M. Egan
Judith Gelderman
Steven and Mary 

Giambruno
Gina and Jerome Graf
Joshua Hanestad
Dianne Hansen
John Harrington
Carrie Hefte
Beth Holger
Jessica Wicks Hughes
Bonnie Iverson

Lisa Heyman
Julia Hobday
Meg Hobday and Tony 

Bacigalupi
Elsbeth Holger
Marion Holly
Milena Holm
Kathryn Holum
Deborah Huskins
Susan Illg and David 

Musielewicz
Gregory Johnson
James Johnson
Jill Marie Johnson
Lisa Johnson
Louise Jones
Gina Jorgenson
Paige Kahle
Mark Kahn
Benjamin Kaplan
Millicent Kasal
Amy Kerber
Susan Ellen Klevan
Kathleen Knauer
Karli Knox
Brian Kozicky
Kathleen Kramer
Patrick Krasky
Carol Lacey and Kristin 

Velicer
Maury and Julie 

Landsman
Debbie and Andy Lee
Thomas and Joanne 

Lee
Jilian LeMaster
Claire Lewis and John 

Schroeder
Ann Li
Kristen Lillvis
Nancy Lindberg
Barb Lindeke
Elizabeth Lindeke
Marc Al and Louise 

Livesay
Pamela Lohse
Jim Lombardi
Julian Loscalzo
Heather Lovejoy
Morgan MacBain
Chris Macgowan
Lori Maczka
Megan Magnuson
Helen Mairs
Donald and Abby 

Marier
Barbara McCabe
Bernard McGarrigle
Ralph McQuarter
Paulette Medin
Medtronic
Cynthia Melby
Shelby Meyers
April Middleton
Shaundra Miller
Kathleen Montgomery
Amy and David Moore
Linda Morrison
Paul Morrison
Lillian Nelson
Michelle Ney
Bret and Andrea 

Nielsen
Don Nielsen
Makenzie Nolan
Joyce Norals
Mollie O'Brien

Thank you to members of the Circle of Courage
Donors who give more than $1,000 each year make an unbelievable 
impact on our ability to break the cycle of domestic violence. You 
inspire us.

Thank you to our volunteers
We’re so grateful for our 
volunteers! Your time, energy, 
and commitment help us 
create a safer future for 
survivors. Thank you for 
being part of this mission.
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Staff and community partners at 
Roxy's Cabaret Drag Bingo fundraiser

Associate Director 
Jake De Vera chats 
with community 
partner The 
Bond Between
on KARE11

Princess Night for 
families and children 
in our shelter

Women's Advocates First Light 
Fundraiser and Breakfast

Action Day
2024

Homeless Day on The
Hill 2024

Executive 
Director Holly 
Henning signing 
the paperwork 
to acquire our 
new buildings 
for our Capital 
Campaign

Staff enjoying a 
Twins game

O U R  H I S TO RY

A small group of 
women set out to 
meet the needs of 
women in crisis with 
a divorce rights 
booklet and a legal 
assistance line.

Minnesota 
passed first-of-
its-kind legislation 
that gave state 
funds to battered 
women’s shelters.

The Junior League 
of Saint Paul 
introduces a model 
for volunteerism. By 
2004, a record 472 
volunteers helped 
at the shelter.

Pop-Up Advocacy 
begins in the Saint 
Paul community.

On October 11, 1974, 
Women’s Advocates 
opens as the first 
shelter in the nation 
for victim-survivors 
of domestic abuse.

Congress passes 
the Violence 
Against Women Act 
(VAWA) in response 
to increasing 
domestic violence.

Women’s Advocates 
expands its children’s 
programming to 
support therapeutic 
interventions 
and safety planning.

Women’s Advocates 
is incorporated as 
a nonprofit.

National Domestic 
Violence Awareness 
Month is observed 
for the first time.

The R.O.S.E. Aftercare 
Program was launched, 
and began advocacy 
services for families 
once they leave
the shelter.

Women’s Advocates’ 
Survivor Advisory 
Council is established.

Started a Safe Harbor and Alternative Shelter  
programs, youth programming, and a partnership 
with the MN Pet Coalition. We launched a capital 
campaign for two new buildings.

Our Pet Foster program 
begins to provide safety 
for victim-survivors and 
their dogs and cats.

The neighboring 
property is purchased 
and Women’s 
Advocates helps form 
the Consortium for 
Battered Women.

A group of Minnesota 
women launch the 
Silent Witness Initiative 
in memory of individuals 
who died as a result of 
domestic violence.

Women’s Advocates 
stays strong through 
COVID-19 pandemic 
by temporarily moving 
shelter services into a 
hotel setting.

Volunteers began 
sheltering women 
and children in 
their own homes.

The third property is 
purchased. The three 
adjoining homes 
now shelter up to 50 
victim-survivors 
and children.

Women’s Advocates 
initiates housing 
assistance for
families leaving the 
shelter through the 
Rapid Re-Housing 
national effort.

1971

1978

2003

2021

1974

1994

2016

1972

1987

2007

2021 20242023

1975

1997

2020

1973

1991

2009

Staff meeting to discuss gender-based
violence with advocates from Tajikistan 19
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